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Charles Callahan

Are you ready to Rock? was all it took and the Flame spread throughout the Rotors of the Rockies hangar at Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport, Sunday May 16, 2010. A strum of the guitar and the beating of the drums led Flame into the hearts of the Denver disabled community. There was a sheer quiet as they took the stage, one at a time wheelchairs, and assistance they were helped into their places. When those all so famous words came from the shy, but mysterious, Michelle Kings’ voice, it was all over. Following her was David LaGrange on his drums and vocal accompaniment, Nick Robinson on bass guitar, Scott Stuart with his percussion and country style vocals, Adrienne Phillips with her talented harmonies, Paul Zuckerwar with his never ending smile and percussion, Karl Blanchard with his eye catching grins and humoristic percussion and the most active and energetic of the bunch was Debbie Woodruff with her shy grins and smiles, as she captivated the audience with her self-choreographed dancing and accompaniment with her shakettes. They led their way into a fury of classic’s from Dylan to Willie. From the moment the first cord was strummed you could not get any closer than 5 feet from the stage. There were people of all ages, sizes and stages of disability and those without disabilities, wiggling their bodies in every which way imaginable enjoying the first notable concert of the season. 

Wandering through the crowd
Wandering through the crowd you would have thought one of the headliners of today’s new music craze such as Taylor Swift or even the re-bounding Bon Jovi or Justin Beiber had hit the stage. Not a missed note or forgotten line would show it’s dreary head as they played on for nearly an hour before their first break. Even as they went on break many of the fans kept their place so as not to miss the next session. Waiting to dance the day away. As you gazed over the crowd in front of the stage you could see all kinds of mixed emotions, as volunteers stared at the amazing talents of the dancers and singers in the audience. One parent was quoted as saying “I never knew my daughter, or these kids, knew the words to the songs or even knew enough to pay attention to the words to enjoy the concert the way they are.”  He, a quiet somber man, with dark eyes and wrinkles showing of a rough life, had a grin from ear to ear and a twinkle in his eye, as he shook my hand, turned, and looked at his daughter as she laughed and enjoyed the music.   

Dancing in the bay
The front of the performance was not the hottest spot. As you gazed over the crowd to the back of the hangar bay, you could see wheelchairs of children filled with joy as their parents watched with amazement, as to how they could maneuver their wheelchairs in seemingly partnering paths in the open spaces. Two of them, a young boy and girl of the approximate same age, kept peeking at each other and managing to keep their wheelchairs in harmony as the music led them to a couples dance, which brought the biggest joy to both sets of parents.  

Heart Breaking
As the band continued to perform, I too would have to admit, it brought a tear to my eye when Michelle did a fantastic rendition of “Georgia on my Mind,” a classic I always enjoyed, as a young man who lived what wan then, “in the country” not too far south of the event. The classic Willie Nelson song always sent a chill through me, but this version managed to take my heart away as I gazed at her putting her soulful sound into the lyrics. When the band did their version of “When a Man Loves a Woman” it was all over. My heart was gone. The audience was captivated and count not look away. You could tell that each member of the band knew exactly what to do and when to do it and enjoyed every minute of the heart fulfilling event. They ended with a double encore and dance train around the floor, led by Debbie and her energetic dancing. 

Everyone has a talent
When the event ended some of the parents had a difficult time getting their children to leave the side of the stage, hoping to get one more song and dance in before they had to leave. Autographs were signed and the band drifted back to the lounge for a rest, before the long trip back to the hotel for the night. The volunteers were rounded up and taken back to the lounge where we enjoyed comments and received hugs from the band members followed by a momentous photo of all of us together. Michelle and I spoke about the Rocky Mountains you could see out the lounge windows and how she would love to return and play. My wife shared a comment with me from Adrienne when they spoke during the first break. Adrienne held on to my wife’s hand and said: “Everyone has a talent to share – look into your heart and give to others.”  

Thanks 
Many thanks to Jean Solis from the Arc of Aurora for allowing us the opportunity to volunteer our time and enjoy the event and having the chance to see what giving to the disabled community really is about, Michelle King and Flame for opening my eyes and the eyes of others even further to believe that no matter how disabled you are there is a hidden talent just waiting to get out, to Maria Nestle, Jim Dorsey and the rest of the support crew you are wonderful and thanks for the enjoyable conversation and afternoon! I could not go without thanking my beautiful Wife for booking me for this great event, I love you! and the Lexington Center for giving us Flame!

More information
For information on Flame or to join their fan club, as I have, please visit their website at: www.flametheband.com, there is also memorabilia, CD’s, Video’s and samples of the band’s music. If you should need any assistance with booking or scheduling an event with Flame always feel free to contact this writer. The Lexington Center is a full service agency that supports people with disabilities. For information on the center you can contact them at 1-518-773-7931.

